
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Illicit Discharge 
Detection and 

Elimination Plan 
 

Contact Information: 
 

Eric Hickman, P.E. 
Storm Water and Drainage Engineer 

City of Paducah Engineering & Public 
Works Department 

300 South 5th Street 
P.O. Box 2267 

Paducah, Kentucky 42002-2267 
(270) 444-8511 

Website: Paducahky.gov 
Email:  ehickman@paducahky.gov 

 
AI# 8754 

 

CITY OF PADUCAH 

mailto:ehickman@paducahky.gov


































 

APPENDIX A 
ILLICIT DISCHARGE DETECTION AND ELIMINATION ORDINANCE 

 
 

































































I-_-__ -- ,= --- ---- L _ 

b) In the event the Deputy Chief/Fire Marshal of the Fire Prevention Division
sustains the decision of the Code Official of suspension, revocation, or denial, the

landlord shall have the further right of appeal as hereinafter provided. Any landlord
wishing to further appeal the determination ofsuspension, revocation, or denial shall file
a second written notice ofappeal with the Code Enforcement Board within five (5) days

after the landlord's receipt of the Deputy Chief/Fire Marshal of the Fire Prevention
Division's written determination. Thereafter, the appeal process shall follow Section 42- 

41, 42-41. 5, and 42-42 et seq. 

Sec. 42- 74. - Vacation of premises. 

When an application for rental occupancy permit has been denied or a rental
occupancy permit has been suspended or revoked, the Code Official shall order the
rental dwelling unit or units vacated, giving tenants a reasonable time to arrange new
housing and to move their possessions. 

Sec. 42- 75. - Duration of permit. 

a) A rental occupancy permit shall be valid until the property ceases to be used
as a rental unit or until ownership of the property is transferred, whichever occurs first, 
unless otherwise suspended or revoked under this chapter. 

b)A prospective new owner of a rental dwelling unit shall make application for
a new rental occupancy permit at least ten calendar days prior to the date of sale. 

Sec. 42- 76. - Inspections. 

a) Inspections ofrental dwelling units shall be conducted by Code Officials and
shall take place as follows: 

1) Upon application for a rental occupancy permit. 

2) Upon receipt of a complaint by a tenant or owner of a neighboring property
that the rental dwelling unit or rental dwelling is substandard, hazardous or unfit for
habitation if in the reasonable discretion ofthe Code Official, probable cause exists that

the complaint is founded in fact and an inspection warranted. 

3) Upon the determination ofa Code Official that probable cause exists that any

rental dwelling unit or rental dwelling is in noncompliance with subsection 42- 69(a). 

4) Every two-year period. 

b) The Code Official shall adopt a policy ofinspecting all rental dwellings which
are required to be permitted under this article. The policy shall contain objectives for the
systematic inspection of all rental dwellings and priorities for the use of scarce

inspection resources. The guidelines shall be based upon the following factors and any
other factors deemed by the city to promote an efficient inspection program: 

1) Geographic distribution and concentration of rental dwellings; 

2) Rental dwellings with delinquent property taxes; 

3) Landlords with properties identified by the Fire Prevention Division as having
an excessive number ofhousing code violations, or a history ofnoncompliance, or slow
compliance, with correction orders; 

4) Landlords with properties identified by the Fire Prevention Division as having
a history ofdemolitions being ordered by the city; 

5) Landlords with properties identified by the Fire Prevention Division as having
a history ofdemolitions being ordered by the city, and demolished by the city; 

6) Rental dwellings for which no occupation business license or occupancy
permit has been applied; and

7) Rental dwelling with an excessive number of police calls for illegal drug
offenses, prostitution, violent crimes, or disorderly conduct. 

d)Absent exigent or emergency circumstances, whenever necessary to make an
inspection to enforce any ofthe provisions ofthis article, or whenever the Code Official
has reasonable cause to believe that there exists in any rental dwelling or rental dwelling
unit which is required to be permitted by this chapter, any condition or violation which
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makes such dwelling or unit unsafe, dangerous or hazardous, the Code Official may
enter such dwelling or unit at all reasonable times to inspect the same or to perform any
duty imposed by this chapter; provided that if such dwelling unit be unoccupied, he shall
first provide notice and request entry from the landlord; and if such dwelling or unit be
occupied, he shall provide notice and request entry from both the landlord and tenant. If
possible, the Code Official shall first attempt to make arrangements with the landlord
and tenant as to the occurrence ofthe inspection at least 24 hours prior to the inspection. 
If such entry is refused, the Code Official shall have recourse to every remedy provided
by law to secure entry. 

Sec. 42- 77. - Fees. 

There shall be a fee of $25.00 for issuance of a rental occupancy permit and the
initial inspection related thereto and a fee of $25. 00 for the renewal of a rental
occupancy permit and the inspection related thereto. There shall also be a fee of $25.00
per inspection for any further follow-up inspection related thereto. These fees shall be
paid to the Fire Prevention Division. 

Sec. 42- 78. - Display of permit. 

a) Every landlord must show to every prospective tenant before occupancy a
valid rental occupancy permit covering the rental dwelling unit to be rented. Every
landlord must show to any tenant, upon demand, a valid rental occupancy permit
covering the rental dwelling unit the tenant occupies. 

b) Upon demand by any Code Official, the landlord must show a valid rental
occupancy permit to the Code Official. 

c) Upon demand by a municipal utility company, and so ordered by the Deputy
Chief/Fire Marshal of the Division of Fire Prevention, a tenant or landlord, must
produce a valid occupancy permit prior to establishment of utility service. 

Sec. 42-79. - Remedies in this chapter not exclusive. 

The remedies provided in this chapter are not exclusive. The remedies are in
addition to, and do not supersede or preempt, other remedies such as condemnation, 

written violation orders and warnings, criminal charges for violation of substantive
provisions ofany city or state code relating to housing maintenance, fire safety, building
codes, zoning, health, and the like. The remedies in this chapter do not supersede or
affect the legal rights and remedies of tenants provided under state law or this chapter. 
Where two or more provisions conflict with one another, the more stringent shall apply. 

Sec. 42- 80. - New construction. 

The requirement for a rental occupancy permit and inspection fee shall not apply
to any building for which a certificate ofoccupancy has been issued by the city until five
years after the issuance of such certificate of occupancy. 

Sec. 42- 81. - Enforcement by injunction. 

The landlord's failure, refusal or -neglect to comply with any ofthe provisions of

this section may, in addition to any other remedy provided herein or in place thereof, be
restrained, prohibited or enjoined by an appropriate proceeding instituted in a court of
competent jurisdiction. 

Sec. 42-82. - Severability. 

If any section, subsection, or clause of this chapter shall be deemed to be
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, the validity ofthe remaining sections, subsections, 
and clauses shall not be affected. 

Sections 42-83 thru 42- 100. - Reserved. 

SECTION C. Non -exclusivity. 
The repeal of these sections in Chapter 42 and enactment of this Ordinance shall

not release any person from an existing lien, fee, cost or other monetary sum, which is in
place on the effective date of this Ordinance. This Ordinance shall not be the exclusive
remedy for the city for violations of the Nuisance Code. The city reserves the right to
assert other liens or remedies available to it for violations of the above provisions. 
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SECTION D. Effective Date. 

This ordinance shall be read on two separate days, published pursuant to KRS
Chapter 424, and become effective on January 1, 2017. 

GAYLE KALER, MAYOR

ATTEST: 

CITY CLERK

Introduced by the Board of Commissioners: December 6, 2016
Adopted by the Board of Commissioners December 13, 2016
Recorded by City Clerk, December 13, 2016
Published by The Paducah Sun December 17, 2016
ord\insp\42 [ 1- 100] Nuisance Code
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City of Paducah, Kentucky
MS4 Outfall Reconnaissance Inventory

Field Data Sheet

GIS Device:

Land Use in Drainage Area (Check all that apply - This information may be collected in the office or the field, whichever is most convenient):
□  Industrial □  Suburban Residential □  Open Space

□  Urban-Residential □  Commercial □  Institutional Other: _______________________________________________________

LOCATION MATERIAL SHAPE DIMENSIONS SUBMERGED
□ RCP         □ CMP □ CIRCULAR              DIAMETER/DIMENSIONS:      In Water:

□ PVC          □ HDPE □ ELLIPTICAL             _________________________       □ NO      

□ STEEL       □ BOX                       _________________________       □ PARTIALLY      

□ OTHER: _______      □ OTHER:_______________      _________________________       □ FULLY     

□ CONCRETE      □ TRAPEZOID              DEPTH:___________ With Sediment:

□ EARTHEN      □ PARABOLIC              TOP WIDTH:____________       □ NO      

□ RIP-RAP       BOTTOM WIDTH:_________       □ PARTIALLY      

□ OTHER:__________           □ FULLY     

FLOW PRESENT

INDICATOR CHECK IF PRESENT DESCRIPTION
□ SEWAGE  □ PETROLEUM/GAS

□ RANCID/SOUR     □ SULFIDE

□ CHLORINE      □ OTHER 

□ CLEAR        □ GREEN

□ BROWN       □ GRAY

□ YELLOW      □ RED

□ ORANGE      □ OTHER

TURBIDITY □ SEE SEVERITY

□ SEWAGE (TOILET PAPER, ETC.)

□ PETROLEUM (OIL SHEEN)

□ SUDS 

□ OTHER:__________________

INDICATOR CHECK IF PRESENT DESCRIPTION COMMENTS

□  PEELING PAINT □ CORROSION

□ OILY        □ FLOW LINE □ PAINT      □ OTHER

ABNORMAL VEGETATION □ □ EXCESSIVE              □ INHIBITED             

□ ODORS       □ SUDS □ EXCESSIVE ALGAE

□ COLORS     □ FLOATABLES □ OIL SHEEN  □ OTHER

□ BROWN       □ GREEN

□ ORANGE     □ OTHER

□ MINIMAL □ EXCESSIVE

□ MODERATE

□ DEBRIS REMOVED □ PIPE NEEDS TO BE REPLACED 

□ OTHER (DESCRIBE) →
□ NO ACTION NECESSARY

NOTES:

Watershed/Stream: Outfall ID:

Date: Time:

Conditions (circle):  Sunny    Partly Cloudy    Overcast    Windy    Calm   Date and Time of Last Rainfall:

Form Completed By:

SE
C

TI
O

N
 4

□  DEFORMATION  (INDICATE TYPE AND SEVERITY OF DEFORMATION) 
______________________________________

□ 3-SOME; ORIGIN CLEAR (E.G. FLOATING SANITARY MATERIAL)

Are any Physical Indicators that are not related to flow present?     □ Yes         □ No                    (If No, skip to section 5)

OUTFALL DAMAGE

City Personnel:

□

Photo Numbers:SE
C

TI
O

N
 1

SE
C

TI
O

N
 2

SE
C

TI
O

N
 3

□ YES                           □ NO                     (If No, skip to section 4)

FLOW DESCRIPTION           
(IF PRESENT)

□ OTHER:________________

□  CLOSED PIPE

□  OPEN DRAINAGE 
       (Ditch or Channel)

ODOR

□ 2-CLEARLY VISIBLE IN SAMPLE BOTTLE

DEPOSITS / STAINS

EROSION UNDER OUTFALL □

□

□

□

□  TRICKLE                      □  MODERATE                       □  SUBSTANTIAL

RELATIVE SEVERITY INDEX (1-3)

Are Any Physical Indicators Present in the Flow?     □ Yes         □ No                    (If No, skip to section 4)

□

COLOR

□ 1-FAINT    

□ 2-EASILY DETECTED

□ 3-NOTICABLE FROM A DISTANCE

□ 1-FAINT COLORS IN SAMPLE BOTTLE   

□ PIPE IN NEED OF REPAIR 

□ 3-CLEARLY VISIBLE IN OUTFALL FLOW

□ 1-SLIGHT CLOUDINESS □ 2-CLOUDY □ 3-OPAQUE  

□

OVERALL OUTFALL CHARACTERIZATION

□ SILTATION OF PIPE OUTFALL      % BLOCKAGE  _______

□ 1-FEW/SLIGHT; ORIGIN NOT OBVIOUS   

□ 2-SOME; INDICATIONS OF ORIGIN (E.G. POSSIBLE SUDS)

□ SPALLING, CRACKING, OR CHIPPING            

WORK REQUEST # ______________________________________________

FLOATABLES

SE
C

T.
 5

SE
C

T.
 6

□ NO EVIDENCE       □ SUSPECT (ONE OR MORE INDICATORS WITH A SEVERITY OF 3)       □ POTENTIAL (PRESENCE OF 2 OR MORE INDICATORS)       □  OBVIOUS         

POOR POOL QUALITY

PIPE BENTHIC GROWTH □

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS / ACTIONS TAKEN

□ SEDIMENT NEEDS TO BE 
REMOVED
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PADUCAH’S
STORMWATER
& DRAINAGE

What’s the problem
with Stormwater?

When it rains, stormwater runoff  carries dirt,
trash, fertilizers, yard debris, pet waste, 
insecticides, motor oils, and chemicals  to our 
storm sewer  systems, streams, and rivers.

In Paducah, all of  the storm water runoff  
water is discharged untreated to Crooked 
Creek, Cross Creek, Island Creek, Massac 
Creek, Perkins Creek, and the Ohio River
and deposits the pollutants there.

These local waterways are used for boating, 
swimming, fishing, and providing drinking 
water. 

What can fellow
Paducahians do?

Paducah Stormwater 
and Drainage Facts 

• Average Annual Rainfall 49.0”
• Crooked Creek – 2,102 acres
• Cross Creek – 2,064 acres
• Island Creek – 17,354 acres total, City 

contributing watershed 1,446 acres
• Massac Creek – 24,058 acres total, City 

contributing watershed 1,499 acres
• Perkins Creek – 6,833 acres total, City 

contributing watershed 3,435 acres
• Urban Area – 3,386 acres, discharges directly to 

the Ohio River
• 46 Square miles drain through the city
• Over 200,000 square miles drain past Paducah 

via Ohio River
• 14 miles of major streams 
• 116 miles of separate storm sewer
• 41 miles of combined sewer

Floodwall Protection System
• Concrete wall 3 miles and 14’ tall
• Earthen levee 9.25 miles
• Total wall/levee protection 12.25 miles
• 12 pump stations
• Protects 11,000 acres (almost 16 square miles) 

and more than 20,000 people
• Protects $1.2 billion in city and county assets

Island Creek
Massac Creek

Perkins Creek Urban Watershed

Cross Creek

Crooked Creek

Major Watersheds

Working together to 
improve water quality for 

Paducah, a River Town

For more info call
(270) 444-8511

www.paducahky.gov/storm-water-phase-ii

• Sweep or blow leaves & grass 
clippings back into your yard, 
never into a storm drain because 
they can obstruct drainage and 
contribute undesirable nutrients 
to streams.
• Pick up pet waste. The best 
disposal methods are either 
flushing it down the toilet or 
burying it.  It is a major source of  
bacteria and excess nutrients in 
local waters.
• Redirect roof  down spouts from 
paved areas to grassy areas, rain 
barrels, or pop up drains to allow 
rainwater to naturally infiltrate the 
ground decreasing the amount of  
stormwater entering into storm 
sewer systems.  
• Dispose of  used motor oil, paint 
and other household hazardous 
waste at a designated collection 
center or during the Annual 
Spring Clean-Up day held in April 
each year. 
• Don’t overuse fertilizers or 
pesticides. The chemicals in these 
can be toxic and the nutrients 
released into the water can cause 
algae blooms and kill wildlife.

When it rains, what goes down the storm drain?

Managing stormwater runoff can help bring
cleaner water faster to all of Paducah.



The City of  Paducah is taking strong action to 
fight the problems of  pollution, measures that will 
also help alleviate potential flooding problems.

The City strives to keep our local waterways 
clean and safe so we can enjoy boating, fishing 
hunting, kayaking, swimming, nature watching 
and protecting our valued assets along the Ohio 
River Corridor. 

Paducah is in  compliance with the Phase II of  
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System Program set by the Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency in 1999 which is administered 
through Kentucky Division of  Water (KDOW). 
The permit authorizes stormwater discharges 
from small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
Systems (sMS4) to receiving waters of  the 
Commonwealth.

What is the City of Paducah doing about this problem?
In order to combat both flooding risk and 
pollution associated with stormwater runoff, the 
Engineering & Public Works Department uses 
the following equipment in day to day operations:

Sewer Pumper Truck
• Equipped with a vacuum system that pulls 

debris from storm systems
• Cleans storm sewers, culverts, and catch 

basins with high pressure water
• Clean storm sewer systems are more  efficient 

in conveying drainage and help prevent 
flooding while keeping our local waterways 
cleaner

• On average 1,600 catch basins, 11,500’ of  
culverts, 15,000’ of  storm sewers cleaned 
and 500 tons of  debris collected each year

Major Equipment Used To Reduce Flooding & Pollutants
Street Sweepers

• Sweep city streets of  trash and yard debris 
which can have detrimental effects on our 
storm sewer system and receiving waters if  
allowed to flow freely

• On average 15,000 street miles swept and 
1,000 tons of  debris collected from street 
sweeping each year

Wheeled Excavator
• Regrade ditches within the City Right of  Way 

or public drainage easements
• Removes built up sedimentation, cleans out 

trash, and restores ditches with vegetation 
to prevent erosion and sedimentation

• On average 10,000’ of  ditching and 430’ of  
new storm sewer pipe installed each year

The sMS4 permit establishes strategies for reducing pollutants 
in the City’s stormwater runoff and for improving water quality 

through six minimum control measures of which include

1. Public Education
& Outreach

2. Public Involvement
& Participation

3. Illicit Discharge 
Detection & Elimination

6. Good Housekeeping & 
Pollution Prevention

5. Post-Construction 
Stormwater Management

4. Construction Site
Runoff Control
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